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Photos of the 1925 D&H Car-Building Contest 
By S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


As I was organizing some photographs in the archives of the Carbondale Historical 
Society recently, I came across an envelope on which is written “D&H Officials, 2 photos.” As 
soon as I removed the two photographs from the envelope, I was quite sure that I had in my 
hands two photographs that were taken at a D&H car-building contest. 

Yes, but which contest? I recalled that the problem of the 1925 car-building contest in 
Carbondale was “Rebuilding underframe, superstructure and trucks of a Steel Center Sill Twin 
Hopper Coal Car, 85,000 pounds capacity.” And that sure looks like a steel center sill twin 
hopper coal car in these photos. And that very impressive trophy on the ground in front of a 
twin-hopper coal car in a railroad yard, that must be the Birkett Cup. 

Sure enough, some additional research made it very clear to me that I had in my hand two 
photographs that were taken at the third D&H car-building contest that took place on May 21, 
1925 at the Carbondale Car Shops. 

Both photographs are 9 14” x 7 14” and they were taken by a professional photographer. 
In the lower right hand corner of each is a number, “5434” on the one, and “5443” on the other. 


Both photographs were taken, it is my contention, by a photographer who was hired by the D&H 
to document the 1925 car-building contest. 

On the reverse of “5434” are very faint, but readable, pencil notes as to the identity of the 
three men shown in the photograph. They are (left to right): Colonel J. L. Loree, Vice-President 
and General Manager of the DAH, G. W. Ditmore, Master Car Builder of the D&H; and 
Hemingway, Division Car Foreman, who is holding the Birkett Cup that was won by the car- 
building team from the Oneonta Car Shops at this 1925 competition at Carbondale. 

On the reverse of “5443” there are also very faint pencil notations as to the identity of the 
persons shown in the photograph. The two men on the left are not identified, but, given the fact 
that Colonel Loree, together with members of his staff, attended this competition, it is my 
contention that the two impeccably dressed gentlemen on the left in this photograph are members 
of Colonel Loree's staff who traveled with him to Carbondale to watch this competition. Third 
from the left is Raymond C. Schuster, Carbondale Yard foreman, on the far right is Hemingway, 
Division Car Foreman. On display, in the middle of the photograph is the silver Birkett Cup, a 
memorial to the first DAH car foreman. 

I can’t help but wonder if the Birkett Cup still exists. If it does, I hope its present owner 
will take good care of it and that it will one day become a component of a publicly accessible 
DAH collection. 

The discovery of these two wonderful photographs, “right here under my nose,” so to 
speak, is a great lesson for those of us who value documents and artifacts from the past, and who 
have substantial collections of such documents and artifacts. Whoever it was, many years ago, 
who wrote “D&H Officials, 2 photos” on this envelope in which these two rare photographs have 
been stored for many years, I'm very glad that they did so. All of us, who think that we know 
what we have in our collections, should, every once in a while, go through our collections, item 
by item. You never know what “undiscovered” (or possibly mis-named) treasures you might find 
there. 
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See photos below: 
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